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380 The School Review 

problem for us to solve is how far can teaching stimulate and de- 
velop . . . will." One could wish that the treatment of appercep- 
tion, which after all is Herbart's original contribution to educa- 
tional psychology, had been made fuller. Still the General 
Method is the first work of its kind in English with which we are 
acquainted, and it will serve to give a very satisfactory idea of the 
Herbartian pedagogy and so to make it familiar to readers who 
could not go to German sources. It ought to find many readers, 
and deserves them. It's modest aim is that of exposition, not of 
original investigation. As a book it has two unpardonable de- 
fects, no index, and not even a table of contents ! 

C. H. Thurber. 

Mothers and Sons. By Rev. the Hon. E. Lyttleton, Head 
Master of Haileybury College. 5^ x 7%. pp. 563. New 
York and London : Macmillan & Co. $1.00. 

This attractive little volume by a distinguished English teacher 
is most delightful reading. Originally a lecture, it retains 
a familiar style while its straightforwardness and good sense 
gratify the reader on every page. Not everything said applies 
quite to the conditions of things in the United States, but most 
does. The opening account of the father who gave his boy a 
' ' good religious talk ' ' before sending him back to school, after this 
fashion : "Now, Tommy, my boy, I don't often talk to you about 
religion and that sort of thing, but before you go back to school 
I just want you to remember this. If you don't work at school, — 
ahem, — you will go to the wall," is amusing, but sadly suggest- 
ive. Some excellent admonitions are given as to the selection of 
a profession. " There is little or nothing to prevent large num- 
bers of easy-going lads, who have fought shy of other professions 
because a preliminary training was in each case necessary, from 
drifting at the last minute into either 'tutoring,' (teaching) or 
' the church,' since in one case no training is required, and in the 
other quite the minimum. " ' ' Let me say at once that a school- 
master unfit for his work is a phenomenon at once piteous and 
pernicious, the mischief that he does himself is no less than that 
which he inflicts on others." Such is the temper of the book. 
It is good reading not only for the mothers and sons, but for 
fathers and teachers as well. The noblest conception of the 
teacher's work is in it everywhere manifest. 

C. H. Thurber. 



